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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 
the sense of social obligation and opportunity to study, froms the 
Christian point of view, social problems and their solutions and to pro- 
mote social action in the spirit of Jesus. The Federation stands for the 
complete abolition of war. The Federation rejects the method of the 
struggle for profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace 
it with soctal-economic planning to develop a society without class or 
group discriminations and privileges. In seeking these objectives, the 
Federation does not commit its members to any specific program, but 
remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
by democratic decisions, not by violence. 


Number 3 


MFSA Message to General Conference 


By REY. DR. LOYD F. WORLEY, M.F.S.A. President 


1The delegates to the Methodist General Conference of 1956 
feting in Minneapolis, Minnesota, are respectfully requested to 
-e consideration to the positions taken by responsible leaders 
the Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial follow- 
}9 founded in 1907. The issues offered for consideration should 
j judged on their merits and without any prejudice resulting 
m unfair attacks upon the Federation itself. While reference 
1 be made to these attacks in the interests of fair play and 
the sake of possible precedents, the main consideration of 
Federation is the promotion of Christian social action. 
- The Abolition of War. 
The General Conference is urgently requested to make some 
tinite statement in terms like the following: “The World-wide 
ithodist church stands for the abolition of war and urges all 
fmembers to give their utmost support of the necessary steps 
t this end, particularly universal disarmament down to the 
el necessary for preservation of domestic order; beginning 
h the outlawry of nuclear and bacteriological warfare, and 
settlement of all international disputes by negotiation, not 
Cee 


ARGUMENT-The historical developments in the last half- 


tury give ample support to the saying, “He that takes the“ 


rd shall perish by the sword.” Thus far neither the Penta- 
1 nor the State Department have shown any understanding 
‘the challenge brought them by General MacArthur and the 
pentists. What will be the response of the spokesmen of our 
bgious faith in official denominational statement? 

i U1. The Central Jurisdiction. 

’ To the General Conference of the Methodist Church of 1956: 


kisidération: 
A. In accordance with Section II of the Constitution (Par. 
1952 Discipline), the words of Section VIII Boundaries shall 
ted which now read “Central-The Negro Annual Con- 
, the Negro Mission Conference and Missions in the 
States of America.” —— 

AB. If and when Section “A” is adopted by the constitutional 
ith the provisions of Section VIII, Article III (Par. 28—ibid) 
mstrued as having been satisfied and the following 
to Par. 1712 and (1) the following conferences of 
entral Jurisdiction: Central Alabama, Florida, Geor- 
rolina, North Carolina, Washington and Delaware. 
es shall be renumbered alphabetically in Section I, 
art IX. (2) According to the same plan the follow- 
1ces of the former Central Jurisdiction shall be in- 


Ko 


y successfully achieved de- 


nae 


4 


he Southwestern Jurisdiction: Texas, West Tee, and 


“in the Judicial Council, in 


Boards or Commissions and in the General Conference. The 
above proposal makes it possible on the Jurisdictional level. The 
segment of the church now in the Central Jurisdiction was for- 
merly more closely associated with the conferences now in the 
North Eastern and North Central Jurisdictions and with a signif- 
icant segment of the South Central Jurisdiction. As that associa- 


tion was one which they were reluctant to give up, as was evi- 


dent by their votes on the issues of Unification, it should be 
readily resumed. The adoption of this proposal will set a prec- 
edent making it easy and natural to achieve further de-segrega- 
tion as opinion develops. 

II. The name “Methodist.” 

Whereas, the name “Methodist” has often been used by 
organizations and publications which were unofficial, either in 
title, sub-title or content, and 

Whereas in more than one instance it has been reported to 
have caused confusion, embarrassment and objection, and 

Whereas in only one situation was notice taken of such use 
by the General Conference (see Par. 2031—1952 Discipline) and 
that without official or thorough investigation. 

Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Conference 
of 1956 appoint an, appropriate agency or commission to make 
adequate study of all organizations, and publications, unofficial 
in nature, which use the word “Methodist” either in title, sub- 
title or content and to report their findings in the church press 
and to the General Conference of 1960. 

ARGUMENT: The Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
an unofficial fellowship founded in 1907 contends that it received 
unfair and unbrotherly treatment by the General Conference of 
1952 in being singled out for rebuke without an adequate oppor- 
tunity to defend itself against unfounded charges. The present 
president of the Federation is prepared to furnish evidence to 
any official representatives of The Methodist Church indicating 


violation of the principle of separation of church and state. This 
precedent, if left uninvestigated and unrebuked, will constitute 
a serious breach in a great American tradition. 

IV. The Board of Publication. 

Whereas, the Methodist Board of Publication has given evi- 


‘dence of dictatorial policies not consistent with the ideals of 


Christian democracy, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Methodist General Conference 
of 1956 appoint an appropriate agency to investigate and report 
on the following charges, 

That the Board of Publication— 

1. Gave notice in the public press of the eviction of a long- 
time tenant of its property without first notifying or consulting 
same. = 

2. Maintains segregation of eating, drinking and comfort 
facilities and discrimination in hiring policies in the Methodist 
Publishing House, the Parthenon Press, and the Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press in Nashville, Tennessee. . 

Furthermore, Be it resolved that the Publishing Agents be 


requested to state reasons why— ete 
as The Abingdon Sokesbury Press refused to print the “His- 


(Continued on Page 12) 


- collaboration with government agencies which appear to be in _ 


CONGRESS AND RELIGION 


By HARRY F. WARD* 


This General Conference has unique historical significance. 
It is faced with the question of unconstitutional interference with 
religion by Congress. Nothing that will come before it has more 
far-reaching consequences. They run far beyond the interests of 
The Methodist Church. What is at stake is the future of religion 
in this nation. Is it to be shaped by the churches and synagogues, 
or by the state? 

In considering the events which have brought this issue be- 
fore the Conference, delegates will need to recognize the full 
meaning of our constitutional guarantees of religious freedom. 
The First Amendment to the Constitution puts freedom of re- 
ligion before freedom of speech, press and assembly. It forbids 
Congress from doing two things: “Congress shall make no law 
respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.” 


The first of these commandments means no state church, 
and no church state. This separation of church and state has 
guided our course thus far. The second commandment covers 
the religions of unpopular minorities as well as those of the 
majority. Free exercise of religion also covers all aspects of re- 
ligion. It goes beyond freedom of worship and belief. It in- 
cludes freedom for the religious conscience, collective and in- 
dividual, clerical and lay, to express itself concerning the whole 
life of mankind. Freedom for the pulpit and religious publica- 
tions naturally includes freedom of the laity to hear and read, 
to weigh and decide. 


Since the last meeting of the General Conference, both 
separation of church and state and free exercise of religion have 
been violated by Congress. This was done by the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American activities in its session on communist 
infiltration of religion in July 1953 and its Annual Report there- 
on, and by the-Senate in its recent approval of the printing for 
general circulation of 75,000 copies of a Handbook for Amer- 
icans prepared by the Judiciary Subcommittee on Internal Se- 
curity, Senator Eastland, chairman. The purpose of the Handbook 
is to arouse individuals to recognize communist fronts and act 
to make them ineffective. The Methodist Federation for Social 
Action is named as a religious front formed by the Communist 
party. No proof is offered. None can be. The record shows the 
charge to be impossible. 


MFSA is the same organization as Methodist Federation for 
Social Service, which from its beginning stood for Christian 
Social Action. After the Church had become sufficiently edu- 
cated in Social Service, the last word in the name was changed 
to Action. MFSS was organized in 1907. There was no Com- 
munist party in the United States until 1919. At the General 
Conference of 1908, MFSS presented a statement concerning the 


_Church and social questions which was adopted and became 


known in our Discipline as the Methodist Social Creed. Almost 
immediately, through enlargement and adoption by the Federal 
Council of Churches, it became known as the Social Creed of 
the Churches. 

MFSS also asked the General Conference for recognition. 
Several memorials on the social question were before the Con- 
ference; also a request that a Commission be appointed to study 
these and make a report to the next session. In response the 
Conference recognized MFSS, directed that three Bishops be 
assigned to its Council, and gave it five questions for report 


in 1912. The first was: “What principles and measure of social 


reform are so evidently righteous and Christian as to demand 

the specific approval and support of the church?” So it was 

‘munist party, which formed MFSS. It was and as MFSA still is, 
ely a religious organization. 


ipants in the activities concerned, was accepted 


Methodist ministers and the General Conference, not the Com- 


attempt to find o 


tion of social justice, the democratic control of industry, and 
continuous control of social progress. MFSS was declared 
executive agency to rally the forces of the church in support 
the measures thus approved. 

In 1916, and again in 1924, five years after the Senate Ha: 
book reports the Communist party to have formed MFSS a: 
religious communist front, General Conference declared 
Federation to be “the authorized agency of the M. E. Chu 
for the purpose of raising before the church the social : 
plications of the gospel of Jesus.” That has been the purp 
of the Federation since it became entirely unofficial and throu 
the years a number of its recommendations have been put i 
the social program of the church. This record raises the qu 
tion of whether the false statement concerning the origin ¢ 
nature of the Federation in the Senate approved Handbook | 
Americans is to-go unrebuked and unchallenged by the Chur 


Indirectly the Handbook offers one bit of alleged evider 
in support of its statement. It warns its readers “to be aware 
the tricks employed by Communist fronts when faced with 
posure or prosecution.” It then says that one of these tricks 
“to assume a name similar to some well-known and respecta 
organization. An example is the Methodist Federation for So 
Action which has no official connection with The Methoc 
Church.” The Federation has never had occasion to be fac 
with exposure or prosecution. It carries the term “Unofficial” 
its stationery and Bulletin. The name Methodist Federation y 
chosen when it was organized in 1907. At the time there y 
no Methodist Church. There were Methodist Episcopal Churel 
North and South and they did not unite in The Methodist Ch 
until 1944. The reason for the name Methodist Federation y 
the hope of uniting in a common cause like-minded memb 
of both the Northern and Southern M. E. Churches, and t 
did happen. The alleged evidence of the Handbook is as fa 
as its assertion about the origin and nature of the Federation| 

Beside being completely false, this attack on MFSS is 1 
constitutional on four counts. The Committee seeks to depr 
the Federation of all the rights guaranteed in the First Ame 
ment—free exercise of religion, freedom of speech, press a 
assembly. It gave the Federation no opportunity to produce e 
dence showing the falsity of the charge against it. In nami 
and trying to get citizens to name communist fronts, it 
assuming a power already given by Congress to an execut 
agency—the Internal Security Control Board. In publishing 
document addressed to the public and not to Congress, it 
exceeding its rights; there is no warrant in the constitution — 
such a procedure. In voting for the wider circulation of t 
attack, the Senate has compounded these unconstitutional actio 

The other unconstitutional interference with free exercise 
religion since the last General Conference came from the 
Un-American—<Activities- Committee in 1958 and covers—mt 
wider ground. The Committee report for that year for the 
time contained a section headed Religion. In it were some 
eral statements based upon closed hearings on commun 
filtration of religion later published under the title, “Investi 
ste of Communist Activities in the New York area, July 6 

In these hearings, whose record covers 270 pages, 
ex-communist witnesses with no previous knowledge of 
est in religion, testified about the history, nature and _activit 
of religious organizations, and expressed judgments conc 
the religion of their officers. Their testimony on matt 
quiring the knowledge of trained scholars, as 5 


sometimes concurred in, by committee membe 
given to the public, with the sanction of the Hou: 


In its re 


e manner, deals with religious organizations and publica- 
s. Furthermore, the proclaimed purpose of these hearings was 
xpose a conspiracy whose existence was assumed and its pur- 
» alleged to be the destruction of religion. The first ques- 
asked of the first witness sought the names of persons in- 
ed in “a conspiracy of the Communist Party among the 


»” 


gy. The last witness was asked for a “summary of the 


rall manner in which the communists have attempted to in- = 


ate and poison the religious organizations of America wher- 
' possible.” ‘ 
The Religious Freedom Committee has issued “a Digest of 
|Hearings (R.F.C., 118 E. 28 St. N. Y. City 16 25c). Its 
“ment concerning the testimony is: ae 


“The few grains of truth in this perjured record are that in the 
hirties a limited number of clergymen and rabbis, in. what was the 
ree exercise of their religious conscience, cooperated With some com- 
munists and many more non-communists in some undertaking for peace 
nd democracy. Whether this was a true expression of their religion is 
or its authorities, not the state, to decide. Under our Constitution that 
matter is not within the province of a Congressional Commitee.” 

As to the perjury, one witness admitted it, another conceded 

nad no proof that would stand up in court, two have been 

oped from the government payroll having, like the remaining 
been proved to have sworn falsely in other cases. 


The basic falsification in the Hearings and the Committee 
ort goes deeper. It is the assertion that the speeches, writ- 
and activities of the ministers, rabbis and religious organ- 
ons named are the result of communist. infiltration. In fact 
’ are the interpretation and application in relation to social 
nlems of the teachings of Jesus and the utterances of the 
.t Hebrew prophets Jesus came to fulfill. As the Religious 
sdom Digest concludes: 

“Here is the basic issue raised by the Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee Hearings on Communism and Religion. . . . Here is its final 
thallenge to organized religion and the personal religious conscience. 
Are they going to permit the state, through Congressional Committees, 
o set limits to their utterances and boundaries to their humanitarian 
ictivities?” 

The Committee has listed 150 religious leaders as being in- 
red in some degree in this alleged conspiracy to destroy re- 
on. Among them are 25 Methodist ministers (including five 
ops) and eight laymen and women. Some of these are our 
ored dead to whom the church owes the preservation of their 
: place in history. By this listing, the living are exposed to 


cks by all the witch hunters, official and unofficial, within “ 


without the churches, with the resultant suffering and occu- 

onal hazard to themselves and their families. Yet all their 
rances and actions have behind them the program and prin- 
es in the Social Creed section of our discipline as they under- 
d it. Surely then the Church owes it to them and to itself 
lear their names and let Congress know the Church expects 
0 prevent repetition of such injustice. 


There is another reason why the Church should take such 
on. The “few grains of truth” that are in the Un-American 
ivities Committee Hearings and Report are given a false 
ning by use of the principle of guilt by association. By 
on of the last General Conference, the Discipline tells our 


292 


isters and members that “assertion of “guilt by association 
ne of the techniques of thought control whose “results are 
e and inadequate information, degradation of the human 
and shackling of the human spirit.” The truth of this is 

e more strongly proved than in records of the Un-Amer- 
tivities Committee concerning religion. Is it not then 
ty of our Church to save its members, and help save 
ion, from the “degradation” and “shackling” against which 
1eral Conference warned them? 


e with free exercise of religion which Congress itself 
recognized. It is that where there is no power to legis- 
is no authority to investigate. The original mandate 
‘Un-American Activities Committee was the widest 
to any investigating committee. But it drew the 
ne after “questions that would aid Congress in 
” In reaction to criticism at this point the 

‘could not constitutionally cover religion. No 


against religion means that 


e is another principle involved in this Congressional | 


been proposing legislation. But all of it — 


__ Congress exists for lawmaking, not for propagandizing the 


Congress may not constitutionally do indirectly by Committee 
actions that which it may not do directly by law. Besides in- 
vestigation and report, this covers printing appeals to the public 
which if heeded would limit and stop expression of moral judg- 
ments based on religious imperatives. 


Manifestly the answer required from religious organizations 
to such attempted repression is to pronounce the moral judgment 
concerning it that their religion requires and the nation needs. 
History has recently been telling us plainly that democratic free- 
doms are lost when those who have them fail to act in time 
against the forces of repression. It reminds us that in times of 
social change the strategy of reaction is to put out of action 
first the radicals, then the liberals, and after them the conserva- 
tives. 

What those in Congress who are attempting to repress free 
exercise of religion need to be told emphatically by The Meth- 
odist Church is that under our Constitution the relation of 
religion to social and economic questions is to be determined 
by the churches and the synagogues, not by the state. 


* Harry F. Ward, president emeritus, Union Theological Seminary, Meth- 
odist minister retired, is one of the Methodists who founded the Methodist 
Federation for Social Service in 1907. Among others in that enterprise 
was Frank Mason North, author of the beloved hymn, “Where Cross the 
Crowded Ways of Life.”” During Bishop McConnell’s first continuous 
term as MFSS president, Doctor Ward was its secretary. 


SOME FOOTNOTES BY THE EDITOR 


Reference has been made elsewhere in this issue to a “Hand- 
book” sponsored by Senator Eastland and his subcommittee and 
containing false charges against religious organizations and in- 
dividuals. The charges were made without according any hear- 
ing or due process. No respect was shown for precious American 
and Anglo-Saxon judicial principles. 

The same Senator Eastland, who seeks distribution of this 
smear-filled “Handbook,” has publicly termed as “red” not only 
the Communist Party, but also the National Council of Churches 
of Christ (N. Y. Times, Jan. 27, 1956). This was an attack by 
Senator Eastland on his own Methodist Church, which is offic- 
ially a part of the National Council of Churches of Christ. Such 
absurd smear charges are often made under senatorial immun- 
ity. Like the charge against the unofficial MFSA, the smear 
charge against the official National Council of Churches of Christ 
in America was made without objective inquiry, hearing or due 
process. Both MFSA and the National Council oppose the sen- 
ator’s racism. We in MFSA consider racism a grave disservice 
to church and nation, alien to the spirit and teachings of Jesus. 


Eastland and Velde, from whom attacks on religious freedom 
have come since last General Conference, are Methodists. Both 
men oppose the basic principles of our Methodist Social Creed, 
and they have a right to voice opposition to their Church’s social 
stands. They should, however, defend their own position in har- 
mony with the Discipline of our Church and the spirit of Jesus. 
Name-calling and smear is out of harmony with both. In cham- 


pioning the Church’s Social Creed, the Federation has often 


been attacked by the Creed’s opponents. Various of our critics 
have stooped to the unbrotherly and un-Christian tactic of name- 
calling. We propose to deal with great moral and social issues 
Christians must face, objectively, on their own merits. 

_ Though Methodists Eastland and Velde oppose the social 
principles of their church, they certainly have no constitutional 
or Christian right to use the machinery of state to impose their 
views or to seek to influence decisions by the Methodist General 
Conference. Public funds in 1952, shortly before the last Gen- 
eral Conference, were used to publish an unobjective booklet 


on MFSA, under the imprint of the House Committee Onn 


American Activities. Typically, the Committee had not bothered 
with objective, democratic procedures like hearing, due process 
or real investigation. The booklet in question was a scissors 
and paste patchwork of no evidential or objective value, con- 
sisting of admittedly unevaluated and unverified material. But 


that booklet was sent every delegate to the last General Con- 
ference in an effort to influence their thinking and vote. Such _ 
State interference in Church debate is a grave breach of our = 


Constitutional principles. Furthermore, under our Constitu 


a 


or Methodists, with tax-financed booklets. Propaganda and. def- 
amation are not legitimate functions either of Congress as a 
whole or of any of its committees. 

Now comes the “Handbook” from Senator Eastland’s sub- 
committee, wide distribution of which at public expense is cur- 
rently being sought by the senator, just prior to another General 
Conference. Is this another attempt by a Congressional Com- 
mittee, in contravention of constitutional principles, to influence 
our Church’s legislative body? . 

Since the last General Conference, The Methodist Church 
lost Francis J. McConnell, one of its greatest social prophets. 
He died on his 82nd birthday. He was honorary chairman of 
MFSA, a fellowship he led as president for over three decades 
of its near half-century of service as the oldest religious fel- 
lowship of its kind in the world. Bishop McConnell served long 
the Church he dearly loved. One of his oft-repeated convictions 
was that the Church needs its unofficial gadfly out on the firing 
lines, raising questions and grappling with moral and social 
issues not yet handled by the whole Church. 

Two other honored Bishops of our Church and beloved former 
presidents of the Federation passed from our midst during the 
last quadrennium: Bishops Robert N. Brooks and Lewis O. Hart- 
man. They, too, were social prophets who served and loved our 
Church. As with Federation members and leaders who have 
passed from our midst, so, too, it is with its living members. 
They serve the Church they love in pulpits large and small, 
urban and rural, in professorships in our seminaries and col- 
leges, in our church pews and organizations as devoted and 
working laymen and laywomen.. Federation members are united 
by the desire to serve our Church and Nation by bringing both 
into increasing conformity with their own highest Christian 
and democratic ideals and principles, and especially with the 
spirit and teachings of Jesus, J. R. M. 


NOTICE OF REGIONAL MEETING 


Regional MFSA meeting, Pittsburgh, Penn., April 11, be- 
ginning 10 a. m., Smithfield Methodist Church, Smithfield and 
Seventh Ave. Committee members within convention distance 
are urged to be present for necessary business. Consider MFSA 
memorials to the General Conference. Send suggestions. 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 


The 1956 Annual MFSA Membership meeting will be in 
Minneapolis, April 28-29, convening at 10:30 a. m. at the Down- 
town Y.M.C.A., 80 South Ninth St., with sessions Sunday at 
Wesley Methodist Church. Speakers include Bishops Gerald Ens- 
ley, John Wesley Lord and Newell Snow Booth. Suggestions for 
the action agenda will reach me if mailed by April 18. Otherwise 
address me at Hotel Radisson, Minneapolis. 

LOYD F. WORLEY, President MFSA, 
573 Farmington Avenue, Hartford 5, Conn. 


MFSA MESSAGE TO GENERAL CONFERENCE 


(Continued from Page 9) 
tory of Methodist Missions” by Wade Crawford Barclay, mak- 
ing it necessary for the Board of Missions and Church Extension 
to publish independently. : 
b. The “Christian Advocate” was discontinued without con- 
sulting staff, readers, or the General Conference. 
c. Methodists in good standing are refused the privilege of 
a committee meeting in the building at Cincinnati which belongs 
to the whole church and not to the publishing agents. 
ARGUMENT: The present president of the Federation is 
prepared to furnish evidence in support of the above charges 
and questions. The Board of Publication and the Publishing 
Agents as responsible servants of the church should be subject 
to democratic direction and control and should maintain policies 
consistent with such official pronouncements as the Social Creed, 
(Par. 2020-1952 Discipline.) 
____Y. Religious Freedom and Government Agencies. 
___ Whereas the Bill of Rights of the Constitution of the United 
Ce offers guarantees to Religious Freedom in these words, 
Con 


‘proposal should be examined and tested objectively and 


freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the pe 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government fe 
redress of grievances.” 
And whereas, certain religious leaders and organizations 
suffered by unfair, unfavorable, and unfounded publicity 
Congressional Committees and executive agencies, | 
Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED, that the General Conferé 
make a reasoned plea to authorities concerned that they ¢ 
and desist from such policies and procedures. 


ARGUMENT: The hearing granted Bishop G. Bromley Ox 
in zesponse to his dignified protest against the “File, 
summoning of Rev. Jack McMichael and the consequent ‘s 
ing” of the case without decision; the publication of the 
view of the Methodist Federation for Social Action” by 
Committee on Un-American Activities of the House of Re 
sentatives with the encouragement of the unofficial Metha 
“Circuit-Riders” are cases in point. The present president of 
Federation is prepared to present evidence in support of 
above to any General Conference authority. 

VI. The Social Creed. 

Whereas, the Social Creed (Par. 2020—1952 Discipline) 
always intended as a vital expression of social concern, 

Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED, that it be reprinted in 
1956 Discipline using the wording of Section 9 of the 
Discipline instead of the wording of Section 9 in the 1952 
cipline. 

ARGUMENT: The effort to weaken and waterdown 
statement should be resisted. For instance, in the 1952 Ge 
Conference the president of the unofficial Methodist “Cird 
Riders” proposed the following wording as part of this sec 
tc the Committee on the State of the Church, “We believe 
what is termed ‘free enterprise’ gives large opportunities 
freedom, greater opportunities for the development of 
sonality and fuller opportunity for the expression of the Chris 
spirit, than does any collective system.” This seems to b 
direct contradiction of the statement adopted that “We esp« 
no particular economic system.” In view of the fact that 4 
enterprise’ has not yet demonstrated its ability to offer unive 
prosperity without war, it would appear that such a prop 
approval should be held in abeyance and that any and e 


« 


5 


a Christian point of view before receiving such blanket endo 
ment. 


FEDERATION OFFICER WRITES GEORGE MEANY 


__ As one AFL man to another, Rev. E. L. Peet, honorary m 
ber of the Painters union of New Haven, where he once led 
fight for low cost housing, has written George Meany, p 
ident of the new AFL-CIO. The letter~takes issue with | 
widely published attack by Mr. Meany on Nehru as an aide 
ally of communism, not a neutral. Mr. Peet held: 

“a Mr. Nehru has indicated again and again that his principal 
is_to maintain -peace._Reforms instituted under his governmen 

ship are democratically won. His people are not susceptible to Comm 
inroads because they see improvements taking place under thei 

government. That they were warmly hospitable to Soviet leaders 
evidence they want no truck with the Cold. War and care above all| 
to stay alive and to see the rest of the world as well to live togé 
and not perish in hydrogen waste together. I add, it disturbs me as 


hear your Mr. Edward P, Morgan Pouring scorn on the “Spiri! 
Geneva.” : E | 
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